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for a Crusade, of appointing members of his family to great
positions in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, though some of them
were married, and of sacrificing the Church in a mad desire
to abase the French. Boniface was further reported to have
said that a Frenchman had no soul and that he would rather
be a dog than a Frenchman!
Copies of this comprehensive indictment were circulated
throughout France, and the king's servants pounced upon
everyone who ventured to protest. Appeal was made by
Philip to the other princes of Christendom to co-operate in
summoning a general council of the Church to remove the
infamous Boniface from office, but there was little response
from them. In France, however, Philip was enthusiastically
supported by the Estates General. The nobles and com-
moners were almost unanimous in their condemnation
of the Pope, and over twenty bishops, hundreds of
the lesser clergy, and the Visitors of the Temple and
Hospital joined in urging that Boniface should be submitted
to trial.
The anathema had been launched against Philip the Fair
by Boniface in the spring of 1303 (April I3th), and, faced
with this bitter enmity throughout France, the Pope
announced that on September 8th he would put the whole
kingdom under interdict. This was a threat which Philip
could not ignore 5 for the interdict might lead to revolution in
France. The king and his ministers consulted, and it was
decided that the issue of the interdict must be stopped at all
costs. The charge of the affair was given to William de
Nogaret. He co-operated with the Colonna, and on the day
before that announced for the proclamation of the interdict,
de Nogaret and Sciarra Colonna, with a force of
i,600 men, invaded Anagni,1 where Boniface was in
residence. With cries of "Death to Boniface" they
1 De Nogaret and his men were stationed near Anagni on the excuse of con-
ducting negotiations with Boniface.